
NMD United Board of Directors Meeting
December 7, 2021

7:14 PM -  EST
Minutes

Location Video/Internet Zoom Conferencing

Attendance Emily Wolinsky (E.W.), President
T.K. Small (T.K.S.), Vice President & Treasurer
Kendra Scalia (K.S.), Co-Secretary
Brooklyn Marx (B.M.), Co-Secretary
Dan Darkow (D.D.), Board Member
Maria Sotnikova (M.S.), Board Member
Liz Persaud (L.P.), Board Member
Michael Wasser (M.W.), Board Member (Late)
Aubree Lee (A.L.), Board Member (Late)

Ali Ramos (A.R), Board Member (Excused Absence)
Val Vera (V.V.), Board Member (Excused Absence)

Call To Order E.W. called the meeting to order at 7:14 p.m.
Adopt Minutes T.K.S. moved to adopt November 2, 2021  minutes. D.D. seconded the motion.

Approved. B.M. abstained.
Announcements L.P. mentioned her Disabled Women Make History profile.

E.W. mentioned V.V.’s book launch and A.L.’s Google Event and how much she enjoyed
each event.

President’s Report Dr. John Hasen-Flaschen and Annie Pernig will be presenting to our board this
evening.

Vice President/
Treasurer’s Report

T.K.S. reported a healthy financial situation with a total of approximately $48,500 in
our accounts. Our most recent fundraiser, the Makers’ Auction, raised about $1800.
We also raised $7019 for Giving Tuesday. Discussed fees for PayPal, shipping
reimbursement, and BetterWorld.

K.S. confirmed that our fees come out of the General Fund, so all money raised for
ALEF will go into our ALEF account.

E.W. discussed using BetterWorld and its fee structure, which was significantly
reduced when we signed up for the year.

Secretary’s Report K.S. said that we will need to set our meeting schedule for 2022 and that we will be
meeting quarterly. Weekends, Wednesdays, and Fridays are bad days. A.L. feels that
for time 7:00-7:30. The first meeting w/ be in March. Would like us to share our
NMDU calendars w/ our personal calendar.



Current Projects Social Activities Group: L.P. discussed our social activities group and the success of
the auction. Thanked everyone who donated and assisted with this event. E.W. said
the auction was a success and that we learned a lot from this project. We will likely
continue it. Discussed the upcoming holiday party and encouraged the board to join
in.

ALEF: K.S. said that we have spent about $11K so far with the expectation that we will
spend $2-3K more before the end of the year w/ 2-3K in roll-over. K.S. Motion: Roll
over the funds from 2021 to the 2022 ALEF budget and a full proposal will be
brought to the FB group once ALEF determines the 2022 budget. M.S. seconded.
Approved.

Community Survey: M.S. worked with intern, Diana Baross, on drafting the survey.
Shared the draft. Said that future drafts w/ have more demographic questions. She
will post the draft in our Facebook group for us to review and provide more feedback.

E.W. said she feels that we can tie in our ALEF grant recipients to this data somehow.

K.S. wants to know what the end goal of the survey will be. M.S. said the end goal
would be to do a needs assessment of our community.

Survival Tool Discussions: E.W. talked about the two community discussions she’s
hosted so far on aging w/ NMD and our ALEF program. Her next discussion would be
on SPCs. These discussions will continue into 2022. K.S. asked about recordings. E.W.
said they have been recorded and sent to B.M.. Videos will be edited and some will
not be shared due to confidentiality. K.S. suggested a presentation first and a
discussion after. E.W. said it depends on the topic of the discussion and the format.
She said many would-be informal and not informative.

Collaboration w/ Pathfinders: E.W. said that Jon Hastie reached out from the U.K.
and wants to do some collaboration events/projects. K.S. said she’d like to learn more
about them and their approach. E.W. said that time zones will make it challenging,
but she will try to work out a time.

Equipment Purchase: E.W. recommended that the board purchase equipment for
Brooklyn’s use. T.K.S. supports the purchase and K.S. said she’s good w/ the purchase,
but she firmly believes that we should have a formal depreciation policy. E.W. agreed.
We discussed the difference between office supplies and equipment. K.S. wanted to
know the total cost and type of equipment. B.M. stated she would like a laptop. D.D.
recommended we look into an Adobe Creative Suite package. E.W. wondered how a
purchase for a Canadian. K.S. said we should set the ceiling at $2500 w/ the intent to
purchase the right equipment for Brooklyn. K.S. motioned that we should purchase
equipment to support the wonderful work that Brooklyn is doing for NMDU with a
$2500 budget. No Second. Approved.

Old Business Maker’s Auction: See Treasurer and L.P.’s reports
New Business A. Dr. John Hansen-Flaschen and Annie Perng presented a proposal for a billboard

and would like NMDU to be one of the two sponsors. NMDU would be required to
set up a fundraiser to raise money to make the mural. The doctor confirmed that a
committee would be working on the details to modify the art before it’s erected.



K.S. and A.L. has a concern about the word “able” on the billboard and the doctor is
open to any suggestions that resonate.

The doctor would like to submit in January or February.

D.D. expressed his enthusiasm for the billboard’s mission and appreciation for
collaboration w/ professionals in the medical community.

A.L. discussed her experience w/ employment and stated that the theme of the
billboard could go beyond “employment” as an integration point. She feels that
disability should be on all the diversity lists and that the billboard should be as diverse
as possible - incorporation. She also said that we are often not shown as a
community, but rather shown as anomalies - one woman or one man.

Dr. John Hasen-Flaschen recommended that we start a Medical Advisory Committee
and would love to discuss this more for a future meeting. E.W. agreed and said she
hopes the board will choose to move in this direction.

After presenters left:

K.S. liked the idea but has some concerns about the messaging of the billboard.

E.W. feels that we should get our logo on the billboard.

A.L. enthusiastically wants to be the point of contact on the mural.

E.W. is excited about the medical advisory board. A.L. recommends asking Andrea
Klein from Breathe with MD on the medical advisory board.

T.K.S. feels that whatever message needs to be created should be short.

M.S. is glad that the doctor was open to hearing what we had to say and excited that
A.L. is excited to be the point of contact. She’s also familiar w/ the mural organization
and feels that it’s a “really big deal” and wants to know more about the subject of the
mural and wonder what his thoughts are on the mural. A.L. said she’ll find out.

L.P. feels that they need some help and is also excited that A.L. will be part of this.

E.W. said we could use the BetterWorld site for our fundraising.
Adjournment T.K.S. moved to adjourn the meeting. D.D. seconded. Approved.

Meeting Adjourned at 9:02 pm

Respectfully submitted by, Adopted by the Board:

_March 14, 2022__________
Emily Wolinsky, President (Date)
NMD United Inc.


